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CANDIDATE SCORECARD:
2022 UNITED STATES MIDTERM ELECTIONS

This Candidate Scorecard Report highlights where the 2022 candidates for select midterm
campaigns stand on issues that are most relevant during the present political moment. As we
approach the primaries and November 8th, we hope this report will inform voters of their
candidates’ values and equip advocates with content to supplement voter education campaigns.
We also intend for this report to encourage deeper conversations about holding our elected
officials accountable for serving the will of the people, not corporate funders.

The issues explored in this report include climate and environment, public education, voting
rights, the right to protest, reproductive healthcare, criminal justice, and money in politics.
Scorecards for incumbent candidates also note whether or not they are affiliated with the
American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), a Koch-funded organization that brings public
officials together with corporate advocates to write legislation. Scorecards also include how
much money, if any, a candidate has received directly from Charles Koch and notes the
instances where the total includes donations from the Koch-funded astroturf organization,
Americans For Prosperity (specific monetary amounts are listed in our spreadsheet).

UnKoch My Campus chose to focus on races where incumbents have a history of accepting
Koch donations, and focused on issue areas that align in some way with the Koch network’s
regressive political agenda. We view this Candidate Scorecard Report as a pathway to deepen
political education, agitate against insufficient narratives within electoral politics, and bring
electoral organizers into community-centered campaigns long after November 8th.

METHODOLOGY

We chose a two pronged approach to our scorecards — looking at some races on a macro level,
where we focus solely on Koch candidates and how much money they’ve received over time;
and then we’ve chosen a few races to focus on with more scrutiny. For the latter races we've
done a thorough scoring of all candidates, including those with Koch funding and their
opponents. In addition to a handful of races across the country we are focusing on races in
Arizona and Florida, two states with strong ties to the Koch network.

We chose to score all incumbents and challengers on seven broad themes that are both
particularly relevant to the 2022 election and intersect with UnKoch’s vision of reclaiming
institutions for the common good. This includes the climate and environment, education, voting
rights, the right to protest, reproductive healthcare, criminal justice reform, and money in politics.



We narrowed our scope of inquiry for both incumbent and challenging candidates by focusing
on a number of key issues that have been prioritized during this campaign season. For this
review, we used the candidates’ campaign websites and social media presence to obtain
scoring data. To identify the candidates’ stances on these criteria, we reviewed each candidates’
campaign website, searched keywords within the candidate’s social media pages, and
researched additional media coverage on the candidate if further information was needed. You
can find the sources used for this data collection on each corresponding scorecard.
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SCORING

After tallying the total points for each candidate, we created a comparative grade for a score
that was easy to understand by the maijority of people. Any candidate who scored a 100 or
higher received an “A.” A score of 80 to 99 received a “B.” A candidate who scored 50 to 79
received a “C.” And a score of 0 to 49 netted a “D” rating. Any candidate who had a negative




score received an F. We did not provide a score/grade for any candidate who was missing
information in multiple issue areas as it did not allow for an accurate score.

OUTCOMES & ANALYSIS

We looked at campaigns in a variety of states, including Arizona, Florida, Georgia, lllinois,
Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, Ohio, South Carolina, and Wisconsin. We decided to focus in
particular on five Senate races (Arizona, Florida, Indiana, Missouri, Wisconsin), 10 races for the
House of Representatives (Arizona, Florida, Michigan, Ohio), and two Governor races (Arizona
and Florida). The races we looked at, the data we gathered, and the rubric we used can be
accessed in this open spreadsheet.

We tracked 38 Koch-funded candidates who have received $125,000 for this current election
cycle and $1,525,340 in overall funding through the years they have been running for office. We
scored each candidate using our methodology above, and reviewed their public platforms/views
on climate and environment, education, voting rights,the right to protest, reproductive
healthcare, criminal justice reform, and money in politics. The average score for a Koch funded
candidate was -33.3, which equals a grade of F. Overall, Koch funded candidates scored lowest
in climate/environmental rights and education.

Incumbents also received a score if they are affiliated with the American Legislative Exchange
Council (ALEC). This Koch-funded organization almost exclusively promotes model policy that
supports and promotes a Koch network-friendly agenda. ALEC’s bills undermine environmental
regulations and stop action on climate change, support school privatization and promote charter
schools, weaken unions, cut taxes for billionaires, mandate strict election laws that
disenfranchise voters, and many more harmful initiatives. It's not surprising that all six of the
candidates who are ALEC affiliated on our list also received Koch funding.

Overall, these findings underscore the capacity of the Koch network to influence election season
on a broad scale and in complex ways. Our research demonstrates that candidates across the
country whose stated values align with Charles Koch’s agenda consistently receive Koch
funding. Allegiance to the Koch network proves valuable to candidates facing contentious races.
As seen in the spreadsheet, Koch candidates in close races can count on hundreds of
thousands of dollars in additional support from the Koch-funded astrotruf organization
Americans For Prosperity. When interpreting these results, it is also important to keep in mind
the opacity of campaign finance. The multitude of ways in which donors can maintain anonymity
gives us reason to believe that the dollar values outlined in this report are likely at the low end of
Koch’s monetary impact on the election. Bearing in mind this opacity, even relatively small
donations are of interest as indicators of deeper connections between Charles Koch and
Koch-funded candidates that are not made publically available.


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1wJD4QgVzwwoqmxCUwLT_4X_9WQ_6YtekmS60rMExwXY/edit?usp=sharing

FOCUS ON ARIZONA & FLORIDA

We chose to focus on these two states for a variety of reasons. Koch money and influence has
been a part of Arizona for decades. Current Governor, Doug Ducey, (who is not running for
reelection) was voted into his position in 2015, in part thanks to an infusion of almost $1.5
million from Charles Koch and his late brother David. Ducey’s reign in Arizona has been
disastrous for public schools in the state. The continuous infusion of Koch network money
(through organizations like Americans for Prosperity and the American Legislative Exchange
Council), has the public school system in true peril. The Koch network’s efforts to dismantle
public schools has made a significant impact: Arizona has nearly the lowest per pupil spending,
one of the lowest averages for teacher’s pay, and some of the largest class sizes on average.
Between the continued destruction of public schools in the state and Koch funding of the
Freedom Center at the University of Arizona, it is crucial to UnKoch Arizona. In addition to Matt
Salmon, a Republican candidate for Governor who has received $8,500 from Koch in previous
races, there are currently three Koch-funded candidates in the state running for Congress, who
have received $91,000 in campaign donations over the years.

Florida also has a number of Koch-funded folks running. Governor Ron DeSantis is running for
re-election, and is a Koch darling. Beyond personal contributions to previous DeSantis
campaigns (totaling $45,000), various Koch-funded affiliates helped the Governor win in 2018.
While the Florida governor race is listed as “likely Republican” it is still one of the more uncertain
republican governor races coming up in 2022, and there may be a chance to UnKoch Florida. In
addition to DeSantis’ run for Governor, five Koch-funded candidates are running for Congress,
and have received a total of $218,731 in campaign donations over the years (of that $106,231
came from the Koch-funded Americans For Prosperity).

USING THIS RESOURCE

We intend for organizers, advocates, and organizations across the country to use these
scorecards for voter education in whatever spaces they find useful. We encourage you to print
paper copies as needed, share them with your membership, and post findings on your social
media.

In your digital education campaigns, please tag UnKoch My Campus so that we may amplify
your work!

e Facebook: facebook.com/UnKochMyCampus

e Twitter: twitter.com/UnKochCampus

e Instagram: instagram.com/UnKochCampus

If you have general questions about this report, please contact us at
unkoch@unkochmycampus.org



https://www.facebook.com/UnKochMyCampus
https://twitter.com/UnKochCampus
https://www.instagram.com/UnKochCampus/?hl=en
mailto:unkoch@unkochmycampus.org
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